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On behalf of the Minot Symphony Association (MSA) 
Board of Directors, welcome to the Minot Symphony 
Orchestra’s 95th season!  We are so excited to have you 
return to the concert hall and support one of the cultural 
pillars of the Minot community!  With all of the uncertainty 
in the world right now, we are thankful for music to help 
create moments of unity and understanding and to remind 
us how interconnected we are with one another.  We hope 
our work and the music we provide helps to strengthen 
and unite the greater Minot community.  Whatever 
hurdles we have faced and will face in the future, I am 
confident that we will overcome them and be a stronger 
orchestra, organization, and community on the other side.  
Thank you in advance for your flexibility and patience as 
we journey through this year together.

A high quality ensemble like the MSO does not happen 
by accident.  We owe thanks to Minot State University 
for our partnership that is essential to the operation of 
our orchestra.  We also wouldn’t be able to enrich our 
community without the support of the regional granting 
agencies and supporters such as the North Dakota 
Council on the Arts, the National Endowment of the Arts, 
and the City of Minot/Minot Area Council of the Arts, our 
individual donors, business sponsors, and our fundraisers 
(the Secret Garden Tour and 3D Paint Party).  I am truly 
grateful and thankful for all of our donors, volunteers, 
and musicians who make this season (and the previous 94 
seasons) possible.

Please consider supporting the Minot Symphony 
Orchestra by donating to the Association or Endowment, 
volunteering at our concerts or major fundraisers, or 
purchasing Flex Passes for our concerts this year.  The 
contributions of many bring this awesome ensemble to our 
community, both now and for the years to come.

Thank you and I hope you enjoy our 95th season!

Christine

Christine
Baumann

MSA President
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Ellen Fenner
Executive Director

It is not often that I am at a loss 
for words, but this is one of those 
times. The love and support that 
you have shown for the Minot 
Symphony Orchestra during 
these past months since our last 
performance in March 2020 is 
UNBELIEVABLE! 

Only 10% of tickets sold for the 
April concert asked for a refund!! 
That means that 409 ticket 
holders considered the cost of their ticket, which there was 
no concert for, a donation to the MSO and allowed the 
money to stay in the organization so that when it was safe 
we could return to the hall. A number of you also added 
contributions and bought tickets for the 20-21 season 
during a worldwide pandemic. Who does that? YOU. Our 
faithful patrons. The reason we do what we do. 

I wish each of you could have been here for the first 
rehearsal on Aug. 27th. The stage crew showed up early 
to sanitize all the music stands, chairs and extra dividers to 
protect our musicians, without a complaint. The musicians, 
most of whom had not seen each other in person since 
March 12th, went directly to their designated rooms, 
unpacked their instruments, and took the stage wearing 
their mask. When Maestro Amaya gave the first down-
beat, something truly magical happened. Sparks flew 
through Ann Nicole Nelson Hall, there was magic in the 
air. I could feel how excited and happy the musicians 
were to make music together again. I could not help but 
sit and soak up the magic that night, all alone in the hall.

The magic that happened that night is something you 
can’t get anywhere else. That magic is made by the 
musicians because they love to make music. That magic 
is made possible by you. Your love and support of this 
organization is truly remarkable. 

Craig said it best, “Maestro, we don’t care what you play. 
You could have a triangle solo perform for us, and we would 
buy tickets for your performance. We just want music.”

Music makes me (and us) happy. We need happy people 
in our community. I hope that you continue to support your 
Minot Symphony Orchestra and Endowment for another 
95+ years, so that future generations can experience the 
magic of music in Minot.

Without you, we are simply rehearsing. As a 501(c)(3) 
non-profit performing arts organization, the MSO simply 
cannot exist without contributions from patrons like you.  
Thank you for your support and enjoy the 95th season!

Ellen
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Grand
Finale

Efraín amaya, conductor

Holberg Suite Op. 40 .................................. GRIEG 
       (1843-1907)
 I. Praeludium
 II. Sarabande
 III. Gavotte-Musette
 IV. Air
 V. Rigaudon

Rumanian Folk Dances ..............................BaRtok
     (1881-1945)
 I. Joc cu bâtă (Stick Dance)
 II. Brâul (Sash Dance)
 III. Pe-loc (In One Spot)
 IV. Buciumeana (Horn Dance)
 V. Poargă românească (Romanian Polka)
 VI. Mărunţel (Fast Dance)
 VII. Mărunţel (Fast Dance)

Symphony No. 25 in G minor K 183 ...MozaRt                                                                                      
     (1756-1791)
 I. Allegro con brio
 II. Andante
 III. Menuetto & Trio
 IV. Allegro

** Printed programs will not be handed out at the 
performance. Patrons are welcome to print and bring 
their own or view on a mobile device. Please be 
courteous to others and turn down the brightness. 

Per the MSU Beavers Restart, masks that completely 
cover your nose and mouth must be worn for the full 

performance. Thank you for your cooperation.

PRE-CONCERT TALK
Visit www.minotsymphony.com and enjoy a pre-concert 
talk hosted by Tim Baumann. Tune in before or after 
the performance. Perfect for newcomers, experienced 
listeners, and anyone in between. Our pre-concert 
talks provide an engaging overview of the works being  
performed. Learn the story behind the music, the 
composer and historical context.

https://minotsymphony.com/
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Visit Mr. Amaya’s  
web page at: 
www.efrainamaya.com

Maestro
Efraín 
Amaya

Music Director

 American conductor and composer Efraín Amaya was 
born in Venezuela, where he began his musical training. 
Continuing his studies in the United States, he earned 
two Bachelor’s of music degrees in composition and 
piano from Indiana University, and a Master’s degree in 
orchestral conducting from Rice University.                                
 After returning to Venezuela, Maestro Amaya 
became the Music Director & Conductor for one of “El 
Sistema” Youth Symphony Orchestras based in the 
“Núcleo La Rinconada” in Caracas. He then returned to 
the USA where he held the position of Resident Conductor 
and Artist Lecturer in Music Theory at Carnegie Mellon 
University from 1993 to 2009. He also served as 
Associate Conductor with the Westmoreland Symphony 
Orchestra from 1994 to 2007. In addition he has been the 
Music Director & Conductor to the Greensburg American 
Opera, the Three Rivers Young People’s Orchestra, the 
Westmoreland Symphony Youth Orchestra, the Carnegie 
Mellon Summer Orchestra and Wind Ensemble, and the 
Carnegie Mellon Contemporary Ensemble. As a guest 
conductor Mr. Amaya has appeared with the several 
orchestras in the USA, Venezuela, Argentina, Mexico and 
Italy.
 Mr. Amaya’s compositions have been selected for 
performance at major international festivals, including 
the Seattle Symphony’s Viva la Música Festival; the V 
Congreso Iberoamericano de Llíria, Spain, the Festival 
de Música de Santa Catarina in Brazil, the American 
Composers Orchestra Festival of Venezuelan Music 
at Weill Recital Hall in New York; the II Congreso 
Puertorriqueño de Creación Musical in San Juan among 
many others.
 In 2004, Efraín Amaya received a Fellowship from the 
Pennsylvania Council on the Arts. He was also a Meet The 
Composer Composer-in-Residence with Gateway to the 
Arts, WQED-FM, Renaissance City Wind Music Society 
and Shaler School District from September of 2001 
to September 2004. His opera Clepsydra premiered 
as part of the First Night celebrations in Pittsburgh as 
a collaborative multimedia performance for tape, live 
performers, and edited video projection, sponsored 
by the Associated Artists of Pittsburgh and the Heinz 

www.efrainamaya.com
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Endowment.                                
 His cello concerto Un Camino, commissioned by 
renowned cellist Kim Cook with a grant from the 
Pennsylvania Arts Council, premiered in August of 
2013. Other recent works include Archipiélagos for Eb 
clarinet and piano, commissioned by Venezuelan virtuoso 
clarinetist Jorge Montilla; Irmgard’s Mementos, a three 
movement piano solo work commissioned by Tanner 
Film and Art; Chocolat for solo bassoon commissioned 
and premiered by Jim R. Whipple. Robert Boudreau, 
conductor and founder of the American Wind Symphony 
Orchestra has commissioned him Marahuaka, a concerto 
for 3 marimbas and Wind Symphony Orchestra; Epona’s 
Portal, a concerto for bassoon and Wind Symphony 
Orchestra, a Suite of Latin Dances and Jokilis y Gorilas 
among three other arrangements of his pieces for the 
AWSO. His two act opera La Bisbetica, commissioned 
and performed by International Opera Theater was 
premiered in August of 2010 in Italy; it was then invited 
to participate in the Bergamo International Festival of 
2011 at Bergamo, Italy.
 Maestro Amaya founded and was the Music Director 
of the Point Chamber Orchestra, which made its debut 
performance during the summer of 2006 with a tour 
of seven concerts in Italy. The Point Chamber Orchestra 
made a commercial CD released in 2009 with Albany 
Records label [TROY 1075]. It featured two of Mr. 
Amaya’s chamber operas: Clepsydra: An Operatic 
Installation with 13 Performers, and Phantasmagorilla? 
No! Phantasmagoria, receiving excellent reviews by 
the Pittsburgh Magazine, the American Record Guide 
and Fanfare Magazine. His latest CD with the world 
premiere recording performances of his chamber opera 
Constellations was released on December 15, 2020 with 
Albany Records label [TROY 1846]. Other recent CD 
releases include The Jano Duo with his piece Pres-ent for 
flute and cello in their CD Dreaming in Color released in 
August of 2017, also with Albany Records label [TROY 
1677], virtuoso flutist Alexa Still CD release of an all 
Amaya flute music CD called “Syzygy” in January 2018 
with the Oberlin Music Record label and Flutist Sara Hahn 
included his flute duo Pathways in her CD I Close My Eyes 
in Order to See released in September of 2018.
 Mr. Amaya was invited and completed a residency at 
Yaddo, NY, during the summer of 2012 where he worked 
on his chamber opera Constellations that premiered in 
December of 2015, in Philadelphia. In the spring of 
2015, The Point Chamber Orchestra was reinstated as 
Arts Crossing, a non-profit organization dedicated to 
interdisciplinary arts. From the Fall of 2012 to 2017 he 
was one of the four national adjudicators for the National 
YoungArts Foundation in Miami, for their national 
competition selection of finalists and Presidential Scholars 
nominees. Mr. Amaya is a faculty member at Minot State 
University as well as Western Plains Opera General 
Co-Director (2017-present) and the Music Director 
for the Minot Symphony Orchestra since the 2015-16 
Season.      

Efraín Amaya cont.
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Save the date!

8.11.21
ND State Fair Center

7.14.21

Volunteer opportunities available
*Dates subject to change

Secret Garden 
Tour

1839 S. Broadway
Minot, ND 58701

Tel: 701 839 1299
Fax: 701 839 0015

www.mybroadwayfamilydentistry.com

Dr. Stanley B. Hirst DDS
Dr. Bethany J. Jensen DDS

Broadway
Family Dentistry

https://mybroadwayfamilydentistry.com/
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firstwestern.bank
Member FDIC

On and off the stage,
You can bank on us

https://www.firstwestern.bank/
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VIolIn I
Dr. Jon Rumney 
   Concertmaster
Julia Beck*
Matthew Benbenek
Ross Baumgardner
David Herzig
Mya Temanson*
Donna Randash

VIolIn II
Emily knutson
Josh Anderson
Teresa Witteman
Rachel Dockter*
Amanda Brase
Whitney Uran

VIola
John Jermiason
Abby Walker Gaskill
Ashlie Drummelsmith
Anthony Schreier*
Carol Hepper
Janet Mathistad

CEllo
Dr. Erik anderson
Julianne Boren
Hannah Deplazes*
Vonne Tarnavsky
Gage Krueger*
Bella Dobrinski**
Aiden Johnson**

Bass
Keisha Kemmet
Colleen Urlaub*

FlutE
Ann Jermiason
Tara Troxel

oBoE
kari Files
Emily Schmidt*

ClaRInEt
Charlie Young
Danica Rumney*

Bassoon
sheri lien
Jesse Johnson*

HoRn
Dr. Deanna Carpenter
Reese Hamilton
Kristen Wick

lIBRaRIan
Sheri Lien

staGE tECHnICIans
Michael HarriSon*
Anthony Schreier*
Jesse Johnson*

lIGHts & sounD
Chris Heth

VIDEoGRaPHY
Lee Johnson  
KMSU

oRCHEstRa PERsonnEl

Musician masks sponsored by 
Kemmet Dental Design

 * Indicates MSU student
** Indicates high school 

student

https://www.kemmetdental.com/
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1100 S. Broadway • Minot, ND 
701-838-3967

Technology Solutions, People, Service

2016 - 2017 SEASON      20   

The Law Offices of PringLe & herigsTad

We’ve made a practice of winning.

Est. 1909

Minot, ND       701-852-0381
www.pringlelaw.net

The Law Offices of PringLe & herigsTad

We’ve made a practice of winning.

Est. 1909

Minot, ND       701-852-0381
www.pringlelaw.net

Minot, ND
701-852-0381
pringlelaw.net

https://www.thomasfamilyfuneralhome.com/
http://www.tcs-minot.com/
https://northernsentry.com/
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Emily knutson, second violin
Emily Knutson grew up in Marshalltown, 
IA and started playing the violin in 
3rd grade through the public school 
orchestra program. She attended 
Luther College in Decorah, IA where she 
was a member of the symphony and 
chamber orchestras while earning a 
degree in anthropology. Later she also 

earned a graduate degree in Historical Administration 
from Eastern Illinois University. She moved to North 
Dakota in 2006 and has previously been a member of 
the Bismarck-Mandan Symphony Orchestra, the Missouri 
Valley Chamber Orchestra and chamber ensembles in 
Dickinson. She lives in Surrey with her husband, Kenny; 
their children, Kimberly, Kenny and Anna; cats, Mowgli 
and Link; dog, Leia; and several fish.

MSO Principal Chairs

Dr. Rumney is a Professor 
of Music at Minot State 
University, providing skilled 
instruction in violin, viola 
and chamber music, as 
well as classroom lectures. 

Dr. Rumney received his bachelor, master and doctor of 
musical arts degrees from the Eastman School of Music 
in Rochester, New York. He studied chamber music with 
members of the Juilliard, Guarneri, Cleveland, Emerson, 
Tokyo and American String Quartets. Currently, he is a 
member of Luminus (piano trio) with pianist Dr. Dianna 
Anderson and cellist Dr. Erik Anderson (Minot Symphony 
Orchestra’s principal cellist.)
Dr. Rumney’s students have won numerous awards, 
including first prizes at state American String Teachers 
Association Solo competitions, and fellowships to summer 
programs such as the Blossom Music Festival (Ohio), the 
National Orchestral Institute (Maryland) and the Brevard 
Music Festival (North Carolina). Former students have 
found teaching positions nationwide, and some have 
continued their studies at schools such as the Juilliard, 
Eastman School of Music, the Cleveland Institute, the 
Cincinnati College-Conservatory and Carnegie Mellon 
University.
Dr. Rumney received the “Distinguished Service Award” 
by the North Dakota String Teachers Association in 2003 
and again in 2018.
Dr. Rumney has been adopted for the 20-21 season by Don 
and Carolyn Andrews.

Dr. Jon
Rumney

MSO Concertmaster
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John Jermiason, viola
John has been principal violist with the 
Minot Symphony Orchestra since 1984. 
He earned a double major BA degree 
in Psychology as well as Music Theory 
with concentration in viola at St. Olaf 
College in Northfield, Minnesota. In 
1983, he received an Associate degree 
in agriculture from NDSU in Fargo, ND 

and took over the family farming and ranching interests. 
John also earned a BS in Elementary Education from Minot 
State University and frequently did substitute teaching 
in the Minot area. In 1996, he was a founding member 
of the Northern Lights String Quartet. John has retired 
from farming, yet remains active in many local church and 
musical activities and events. He is currently president 
of the International Artists Series of Minot, a nonprofit 
association that brings world class musical artists into 
Minot for educational outreach and concerts. He and his 
wife, Ann, who met each other in symphony, are proud 
parents of twin sons who graduated from MSU with Music 
Education majors.

Dr. Erik anderson, cello
As a cellist, bassist, conductor and 
teacher, Erik Anderson’s thoughtful, 
charismatic approach to music engages 
audiences of all ages and musical tastes. 
Whether in pre-concert lectures for the 
Minot Symphony Orchestra, in music 
classrooms throughout the region, or on 
stages from the Great Plains to Europe, 

he communicates not only a deep love and respect for the 
music he performs, but also a passion for education and 
exploration. Recent highlights include a series of lectures 
titled ordinaryextraordinary, on the interpretation of 
symbols and the life and works of J.S. Bach, and recordings 
of the unaccompanied Bach suites made during his 2016 
sabbatical (www.fourstringcntrpnt.com). For three of 
the past four seasons, Dr. Anderson has been featured 
with the Bach Ensemble of St. Thomas (Cincinnati, OH), 
and will return this season. Along with MSU colleague 
Andy Bertsch, he founded Community Rocks in 2015, an 
annual symphonic-rock’n’roll philanthropy to benefit local 
organizations, that has raised more the $250,000 for 
Minot area non-profits.
A native of Washington State, he began his cello studies 
at the age of three, earned his BM and MM from the 
University of Idaho, and completed his DMA at the 
University of Cincinnati College- Conservatory of Music. 
His principal teachers have been Wayne C. Smith, 
William Wharton, and Yehuda Hanani. In 2003, after 
seven years as a freelance cellist, assistant conductor and 
business owner in Cincinnati, OH, he joined the faculty 
at Minot State University where he currently resides with 
his wife, Dianna, and four sons. Apart from music, Dr. 
Anderson loves to cook, golf, bike, hike, and play games 
with friends and family.

MSO Principal Chairs



17

Dr. Elizabeth Demme, flute
Elizabeth Demme is the adjunct flute 
professor at Minot State University. 
Originally from the Northwest, Dr. 
Demme received her bachelor’s degree 
in flute performance from the University 
of Idaho, and subsequently received her 
Doctorate from Ohio State University. 
Dr. Demme is an avid enthusiast for 

chamber music, and enjoys spending time with her family 
and friends in the Minot community.

kari Files, oboe
Adopted by Roberta J. Brandt
Kari Files teaches instrumental music for 
Minot Public Schools, as well as organ for 
Minot State University. She is a Deacon 
at Bethany Lutheran Church, serving as 
Music Minister. She received a Master’s 
Degree in Church Music from Concordia 

University Wisconsin and her Bachelor of Arts in Music 
from St. Olaf College. She and her husband, Steve, have 
four grown children and three granddaughters.

sheri lien, bassoon
Sheri Lien began playing bassoon 
with the Minot Symphony Orchestra in 
2007. She has also played both flute 
and bassoon in the pit orchestra for the 
Western Plains Opera Company, in the 
Minot City Band, the Minot Community 
Concert Band, and is a founding 

member of the SubZero Winds wind quintet. Sheri & 
her husband, Fred, own and operate Lien’s Jewelry in 
downtown Minot. They have one daughter, Taylor, and 
one new granddaughter, Aubrianna.

MSO Principal Chairs



18

Charles Young, clarinet
Charlie Young is an avid performer 
of solo and chamber works on five 
instruments (saxophone, bassoon, 
clarinet, flute, and oboe) and an 
active arranger. He serves as Assistant 
Professor of Woodwinds and Director of 
Jazz Studies at Minot State University, 
where he teaches applied saxophone, 

clarinet, bassoon, and oboe, music theory, and directs the 
jazz program. He also holds the principal clarinet chair 
of the Minot Symphony Orchestra and the Western Plains 
Opera Company. Charlie’s background in woodwind 
playing and comfort across genres has granted him 
appearances with the world-renowned Four Tops and 
with two seasons of the national touring company of the 
Broadway hit, Chicago. Recently, he and clarinetist Pedro 
Alliprandini appeared as guest artists at Florida State 
University, Georgia State University, Columbus State 
University, and the University of Montevallo presenting 
master classes and a duo recital program of 21st century 
music for saxophone and clarinet. Charlie has completed 
coursework for his DMA at the University of Georgia and 
holds an MM from the University of Southern Mississippi 
and a BM from the University of Mississippi. His primary 
teachers include Connie Frigo, Lawrence Gwozdz, 
Kimberly Woolly, and Wade Irvin.

Dr. Deanna Carpenter, horn
Dr. Deanna Carpenter completed her 
DM in Brass Pedagogy from the Jacobs 
School of Music at Indiana University, 
studying with Jeff Nelsen. She completed 
the MM degree at the same university in 
2005 in the studio of Michael Hatfield. 
Deanna spent her Undergraduate years 
at the University of Minnesota, studying 

with Charles Kavalovski and Herbert Winslow. While 
there, she played in the first side-by-side concert with the 
Minnesota Orchestra, and was a teacher to many young 
horn and violin students. She was a regular substitute 
hornist with regional orchestras in Rochester, MN and 
Columbus, Lafayette and Fishers, IN. She was a finalist 
in the 2002 Midwest Horn workshop solo competition in 
Oshkosh, WI, and participated in workshops such as the 
Midwest Horn workshop in St. Louis, Western Illinois Horn 
Festival, the Kendall Betts Horn Camp, The International 
Horn Symposium in Denver, Fearless Audition Training for 
Hornists with Jeff Nelsen, and Baroque Trumpet-Making 
workshop with Robert Barclay and Richard Seraphinoff. 
Deanna is back home in Minot teaching high brass at 
Minot State University.

MSO Principal Chairs
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Pat schwan, trumpet
Adopted by Rebeccah Eman
Pat Schwan earned his Bachelor 
Degree in Music and Masters of Music 
Education from Minot State University. 
He is the Director of Bands at Minot 
High School. Pat is a longtime member 
of the Minot Symphony Orchestra. He 
also directs the Swing Band of Minot, 

is a member of the North Dakota State Legion Band,  
Minot Community Band, Minot City Band, the Brass Band  
of Minot and a Dixieland band, “Dakota Dixie.”

Michael Harrison, trombone
Michael HarriSon is currently a music 
education major at Minot State 
University studying trombone with Dr. 
David Rolandson. In addition to the Minot 
Symphony Orchestra, Michael performs 
regularly as a trombonist with the MSU 
Concert Band, MSU Jazz Ensemble, and 
Western Plains Opera Company. In 

2018, Michael was a semi-finalist in the Bismarck Symphony 
Orchestra soloist competition. He has had the opportunity 
to learn from and work with several prominent trombone 
players including Ryan Christianson (Dallas Brass) and Scott 
Hartman (Yale School of Music). Since 2018, Michael has 
been on staff at the International Music Camp. Following 
graduation, Michael plans to pursue masters and doctoral 
degrees in trombone performance while working toward 
becoming a collegiate trombone teacher and professional 
performer.

Dr. David Rolandson, tuba
David M. Rolandson is Assistant Professor 
of Music and Director of Bands at Minot 
State University where he conducts 
the Concert Band, the Pride of MSU 
Marching Band, and the MSU Brass 
Ensemble. In addition, Dr. Rolandson 
teaches trombone, euphonium, tuba, 
conducting, and music education courses. 

He earned a Ph.D. in Music Education from the University of 
Minnesota while studying conducting with Craig Kirchhoff. 
Dr. Rolandson also earned a Master of Music in Wind 
Band Conducting from Central Washington University 
and a Bachelor of Music Education from the University of 
Minnesota Duluth. As a tubist, Dr. Rolandson has performed 
with the Synergia Northwest Orchestra, Mid-Columbia 
Symphony, Oregon East Symphony, Twin Ports Wind 
Orchestra, and Duluth Italian Opera Festival Orchestra. 
He has also performed as a soloist in multiple recitals, as 
a chamber artist with various brass ensembles including 
the International Tuba Quartet, and is a past winner of 
the University of Minnesota Duluth’s annual Symphony 
Orchestra Concerto Competition. In addition, Dr. Rolandson 
teaches private low brass in the Minot area and serves as 
a Tuba Instructor on the Faculty of the International Music 
Camp.

MSO Principal Chairs
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avis Veikley, percussion
Adopted by Dyste Design
Avis Veikley is an Instructor of Percussion 
for the Minot State University Music 
Division. She earned her BS in Music 
Education from Minot State University 
and MM from the University of Northern 
Illinois at DeKalb. She serves as music 
director at Congregational United 

Church of Christ in Minot. Avis began playing percussion 
with the Minot Symphony Orchestra in 1974.

Dr. Dianna anderson, piano
Adopted by Stan & Jane Hirst
Pianist, Dianna Anderson performs 
frequently as a solo recitalist and 
collaborator, her repertoire ranging 
from classical standards to new music. 
As a founding member of the piano trio, 
Luminus, with violinist Jon Rumney, and 
cellist Erik Anderson, she has performed 

hundreds of concerts bringing the intimate art of chamber 
music to stages throughout the Midwest. Also with cellist, 
Erik Anderson, she has a more than 20-year  relationship 
as a duo, performing recitals across the US, and in Italy, 
Canada, and China.

Much sought-after as a collaborator, she performs 
regularly with the Minot Symphony Orchestra, Western 
Plains Opera Company, her colleagues at Minot State 
University as well as guest artists. Recent highlights include 
collaborative performances with the Ying Quartet and 
a series of concerts given in Minot, ND of the complete 
works for cello and piano by Ludwig van Beethoven with 
cellists Yehuda Hanani and Erik Anderson. She has recently 
been a featured soloist with the North State Symphony, 
Bemidji Symphony Orchestra, Minot Symphony Orchestra, 
Bismarck-Mandan Youth Symphony, and Bismarck-
Mandan Symphony. World premiers include works by 
Matthew Saunders, David Lefkowitz, Robert Bradshaw, 
Sean Neukom, and Richard Neukom.

A passionate educator, she teaches piano, piano 
pedagogy, collaborative piano, music theory, aural skills, 
and Music Students’ Survival Guide, a first-year experience 
course at Minot State University, as well as maintaining 
a studio of young pianists. A member of NDMTA, she 
has presented and/or performed at state conventions 
in North Dakota, South Dakota, and Oklahoma, as 
well as the MTNA National Convention. She frequently 
adjudicates regional festivals and competitions and is on 
faculty at Dakota Chamber Music and International Music 
Camp. Her degrees are from the University of Idaho, 
and the Cincinnati College-Conservatory of Music, where 
her principle instructors were Jay Mauchley and Frank 
Weinstock.

An avid runner, Dr. Anderson has run numerous marathons. 
She also enjoys cooking, traveling, back-packing, and 
gardening. She lives in Minot in a home designed on 
Brahms’ Intermezzo Op. 118, No. 2. 

MSO Principal Chairs



Activate your 
Prairie Public Passport 
account now or contribute 
at prairiepublic.org/passport. 

Extended on-demand access 
to quality Prairie Public 

and PBS shows  

Your Newest 
Member Benefit

Use your Prairie Public Passport 
to watch a vast selection of programs 
on demand. It’s available to members 

who give $60 or more annually 
to Prairie Public.

Enjoy past episodes of Antiques 
Roadshow, Masterpiece, Nature, 

NOVA, and many other shows—
thousands of hours are available.

https://www.prairiepublic.org/
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Msa EXECutIVE CoMMIttEE
Christine Baumann, President
Pat Schwan, Vice President
Susan Podrygula, Secretary

Michael Heil, Treasurer
Efraín Amaya, Music Director

Ellen Fenner, Executive Director

Msa BoaRD oF DIRECtoRs

Mission statements:

The Minot Symphony, a university and 
community orchestra, aims to enrich lives 
by providing opportunities for musicians 

and inspiration to patrons through 
education and the performance of 

diverse orchestral repertoire.

The Minot Symphony Association 
provides volunteer and financial support 
to help the Minot Symphony Orchestra 

achieve its mission.

Dr. Erik Anderson
Michelle Bassler
Julia Beck
V. Leroy Chaussé
Paulette Dailey
Craig Eraas
John Jermiason
Sheri Lien
Jennifer Livingston

Evan Loosen
Shanna Lucy
Rachel Maxfield
Pam Ondracek
Pat Schwan
Dr. Steven Shirley
Laurie Verbitsky
Abby Walker Gaskill
Dusty Zimmerman

EnDoWMEnt FunD
Chair: Paulette Dailey

Secretary: Carisa Dobrinski
Trustees: Efraín Amaya, Dr. Erik Anderson, 

Christine Baumann, Ellen Fenner, Ken Haarstad, 
Michael Heil, Judith Howard, Sharon Johnson.

Minot Symphony Association
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Adopt-A-Musician

Adopting a musician of the Minot Symphony 
Orchestra allows you to play an instrumental 
role in supporting the symphony and 
keeping music alive in our community.

When you adopt a musician you  
honor an individual musicians’ exceptional 
dedication and effort while helping to 
sustain high standards of support for our 
musicians.

You will be introduced to your adopted 
musician and invited to attend a rehearsal 
with a special meet and greet with your 
musician. Your name or business will also  
be included in the program.

 Did you know?

   •  There are 7 musicians that have  
their doctorate in music that perform with 
the MSO.

     •  The Minot Symphony Association pays  
over $60,000 per year in musician salaries.

    •  The average cost to replace one string 
(out of 4) on a violin is $100. 

Adoptions are on a first come, first served 
basis and subject to availability. If you 
prefer, the Symphony will match you with 
a musician.

Your support is vital to helping us 
continue our mission of enriching lives by 
providing opportunities for musicians and 
inspiration to patrons through education 
and performance of diverse orchestral 
repertoire. Please consider adopting a 
principal musician for $500, or a section 
musician for $250 for the 2020-2021 season.



25

aDoPt-a-MusICIan

The generous support of donors is vital 
to helping us continue our mission of 

enriching lives by providing opportunities 
for musicians and inspiration to patrons 
through education and performance of 

diverse orchestral repertoire.

Dr. Jon Rumney
Don & Carolyn 

Andrews

Vonne Tarnavsky
Ox Bow Ranch

Kari Files
Roberta J.  

Brandt

Pat Schwan
Rebeccah Eman

Dr. Dianna Anderson
Stan & Jane Hirst

Avis Veikley
Dyste Design

For more details please call 701.858.4228,
email minotsymphony@minotstateu.edu,

or visit www.minotsymphony.com.

Christine Baumann
Eric & Ruth Ganes

Rachel Maxfield
Eric & Ruth Ganes

Tim Baumann
Eric & Ruth Ganes

www.minotsymphony.com


ND Digital Billboard Network
www.Dakota-Outdoor.com

We Hit Both

 & Reach.
Frequency

SEASON FINALE
April 24

shauna@dakota-outdoor.com

https://www.dakota-outdoor.com/
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Mso PatRons 2020-2021

 BEnEFaCtoR $5,000+

 PatRon $1,000 - $4,999

 allEGRo $500 - $999

 allEGREtto $250 - $499

 MaEstoso $50-$99

 MEMBER $25-$49

North Dakota Council on the Arts
Ronald & Duska LaCount          Chad & Kirsten Wolsky

ANONYMOUS
City of Minot/MACA 

John D. & Lucille Decker Trust
Dr. Eric and Ruth Ganes

John & Ann Jermiason
The late Muriel Lippert
Maynard and Jeanne 

Sandberg Community Trust

Christine & Tim Baumann
Kim Krohn & John Fishpaw

Rita Curl & Ty Langager
John & Janice Warner

Don & Carolyn Andrews
Alexandre and Evelyn Kindy
Richard & Gloria Lokken

James Skakoon
Daniel & Diane Witteman

Sandra Aanderud
Elaine Baumann
Erik & Dianna Anderson
Deb Drummond
Ellen Fenner
Kari Files
Kathy & Stephen Holmes
Trevor & Carolyn Janke

Margaret Lafontaine
Lowell & Ann Latimer
Kevin & Leslie Regala
Vonne Tarnavsky
Teri Lynn Tingley
Lanny & Linda Wade
Nancy Walsh

MaryJo Bailey
Phyllis Burckhard
Donna Bye
Michael Heil

Timothy Holtan
Dennis Johnson
Fred & Sheri Lien
Cheryl Nilsen

Kelly Matthews
Eric & Tara Rogness
Amanda Johnson
Linda Varvel

 anDantE $100 - $249
Bruce & Linda Christianson
Joe & Paulette Dailey
Richard & Kathryn Debertin
David & Myrna DeMers
Larry & Mary Eide
Jay & Laurel Livingston
Jennifer & Nathan Livingston
Jim & Pam Ondracek

Kathryn Ring
Dr. John W. and  
   Carolyn M Seymour
Jerry & Judy Spitzer
Ken & Sandy Starr
Mabel Verbitsky
Susan Ness & Matt Watne
Teresa Witteman

 MEMoRIals
Mitchell Billets
    Wayne Schempp
    Carol Thompson
Mabel Combs
    Margie & Frank MacPherson
Corrine & Bruce kjelvik
   Rita Curl & Ty Langager
Muriel lippert
   Christine & Tim Baumann
   Fred & Sheri Lien
   Vonne Tarnavsky

Rosella tollefson
   Rita Curl & Ty Langager
Duane Halvorson
   Mike & Phyllis Burckhard
   Thomas & Barbara Groutt
   Debra Kunkel
Richard Regala
   Rita Curl & Ty Langager
Morris tarnavsky
   Caroline Schwartz
   Christine & Tim Baumann
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The Minot Symphony Association Endowment 
Fund was established in 1982. The purpose 
of the fund was and is to provide long-term 
support (in the form of annual earnings from 
the fund) to the Minot Symphony Association, 
thereby reducing the Association’s dependence 
on less reliable sources of income.

Ongoing support of the symphony Endowment 
Fund is vital, especially in light of cuts in funding 
at the state level, and budget uncertainties. 
One of the best ways our patrons can help 
sustain and grow the endowment is by taking 
advantage of the ND State Tax Credit. North 
Dakota is one of only a handful of states that 
provides tax credits to individuals for gifts 
to qualifying non-profit organizations (and 
specifically, a qualified endowment within the 
non-profit organization), such as the Minot 
Symphony Association Endowment Fund.

Thanks to legislation passed in 2011, 
individuals who contribute at least $5,000 to a 
qualified endowment can receive a 40% state 
income tax credit, in addition to the regular 
federal income tax charitable deduction. 
Smaller gifts (less than $5,000 each) may be 
made and still qualify for the credit, so long 
as the aggregate amount of the smaller gifts 
given to a single qualified endowment fund 
during the year is at least $5,000. Any unused 
portion of the credit may be carried forward 
for up to three taxable years. 

Please consult your tax professional concerning 
your own personal situation. We would 
appreciate if you would kindly consider a gift 
to the Minot Symphony Association Endowment 
Fund, to insure the perpetuation of one of 
Minot’s true musical and cultural treasures. 

MSA ENDOWMENT

Help our endowment grow to

$1,000,000
by our 100th season

www.minotsymphony.com
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Please contact the Minot symphony association:
701-858-4228

or mail your contribution to:
500 university ave. W

Minot, nD 58707

WaYs to GIVE

 Cash, check or credit card
 Mail or deliver to: 
 Minot Symphony Association 
 500 University Ave. W 
 Minot, ND 58707

 Monthly giving
  Monthly giving is quick and convenient.  

Contact our office to set up a monthly Visa, Mastercard 
or Discover payment.

 leave a legacy
  Leaving a legacy can be done through special 

provisions in a Will, known as a testamentary bequests. 

 Individual securities & real estate
  Stocks, bonds, mineral rights, oil royalties and other 

real estate are ideal choices, especially those 
which have appreciated in value, because gifting 
appreciated assets to the Endowment Fund allows the 
donor to completely avoid capital gains taxes.

 life insurance policy
  Naming the MSO as the beneficiary of a life insurance 

policy when the policy is no longer needed is an 
excellent way to endow the fund.

We encourage you to consult with your accountant or tax 
attorney for appropriate advice in these areas.

WHat Is tHE EnDoWMEnt FunD?
The MSA’s Endowment Fund is a long-term “savings 
account” for the purpose of providing financial support 
for the MSO on an ongoing basis. Only net earnings (not 
the principal) are available for expenditure. 

WHo aDMInIstERs tHE FunDs?
The funds are administered by a board of directors 
composed of members of the MSA. Meetings are held 
three times per year to oversee the investment and 
distribution of funds based on the board’s investment 
policy. The funds are currently managed and invested 
through First International Bank and Trust.

MSA ENDOWMENT

www.minotsymphony.com
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© 2020 Xcel Energy Inc.

Xcel Energy is a proud supporter  
of the Minot Symphony. Through 
sponsorship and community 
investment, we’re dedicated to 
delivering support to the people  
and organizations that inspire us all. 

Visit xcelenergy.com/Community  
to learn more.

THE ARTS  
ARE  

POWERFUL.  
IT’S NO  

SURPRISE  
WE’RE  

BIG FANS.
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